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NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 2, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Renowned religion professor John Collins presents ‘Biblical Values’ 
lecture at MSU  
Professor John Collins, professor at Yale Divinity School, will present “Biblical Values: Frameworks and 
Contemporary Concerns” at 7 p.m. Monday, March 9, at the Cartee Theater in the Adron Doran University 
Center (ADUC) at Morehead State University. The speaking engagement is free and open to the public.   
 
Collins is one of the top biblical scholars in the world and a Holmes Professor of Old Testament Criticism and 
Interpretation at Yale Divinity School. He is a specialist in the history of Judaism and Christianity, one of the 
primary editors of the Dead Sea Scroll materials and the author of more than two dozen books, including his 
most recent book, “What Are Biblical Values?” He taught for years at the University of Chicago before moving 
to Yale University in 2000. Collins has also been awarded the prestigious Burkitt Medal for Biblical Studies 
from the British Academy and is a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.    
 
“Biblical Values: Frameworks and Contemporary Concerns” will focus on biblical values and political 
discourse, according to Dr. Scott Davison, professor of philosophy at MSU.   
 
“Collins will challenge this popular opinion by explaining in some detail what values are actually emphasized in 
the biblical traditions,” Davison said. “Faculty, students and community members all have an interest in 
understanding the history of the biblical traditions since they inform so much of American life and politics, so 
we expect Professor Collins’s visit to generate a lot of discussion and interest across the board.”   
 
Collins’ visit is sponsored by the MSU Philosophy Club and the MSU Cicero Society. It is funded by the 
Newman Foundation, Inc., a nonprofit organization connected with the Roman Catholic Diocese of Lexington. 
He will also do a speaking engagement the following day at the University of Kentucky at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 10, in Room 330AB in the Gatton Student Center.    
 
For more information on the Department of History, Philosophy, Politics, Global Studies and Legal Studies, 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/hpil, email hpil@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2655.  
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 4, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
MSU Artist Series presents ‘Soldier’s Tales’ concert this month  
The Morehead State University Artist Series will present the concert “Soldier’s Tales” at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 10, at the Duncan Recital Hall in Baird Music Hall on the Morehead campus. The show is free and open 
to the public.   
 
This “Soldier’s Tales” concert contains two well-known chamber works that revolve in some way around 
World War I. Robert Kurka’s “The Good Schweik Suite” is a story of a Czech soldier at the time of WWI, and 
Igor Stravinsky’s “L’Histoire du Soldat” was written in 1917, during WWI, a time in which musicians and 
finances to produce full operas or ballets were scarce.    
 
This concert is part of our MSU Artist Series chamber music series. MSU music faculty and students will make 
up the Kurka ensemble, and the Stravinsky septet will be comprised entirely of faculty. Lori Baruth, a professor 
of music who will play clarinet in the concert, said this performance would engage, excite and educate the 
audience.   
 
“Several members of the MSU music faculty meet and brainstorm some unique ideas and significant chamber 
works that we believe our students and campus community should have the opportunity to hear performed live,” 
said Lori Baruth, professor of music at MSU. “It is a rare treat to have the opportunity to hear these works 
performed live and they are significant works in the gamut of chamber music that we hope to bring something 
special to the MSU students and community.”   
 
For more information about programs in the Department of Music, Theatre and Dance, 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/mtd, email mtd@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2473.  
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 4, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Aquila Club Scholarship’s first recipient announced  
The Morehead State University Foundation has announced the first recipient of the Aquila Club Scholarship Endowment, a 
fund to provide scholarships to Morehead State University students. The scholarship’s first recipient is Kassidy Clatworthy, 
a junior political science major from Floyd County.    
 
Clatworthy is a member of the Epsilon Sigma Chapter of the Gamma Phi Beta Sorority, a representative on the Morehead State 
Student Government Association (SGA) and a work-study student in Enrollment Services as an Eagle Guide. Upon graduation, 
she plans to attend law school.   
 
“Being awarded this scholarship motivates me to strive even harder toward being successful,” Clatworthy said. “I want to 
ensure that those who have given to make this scholarship possible feel their generosity is being put to good use. Without this 
scholarship, I would feel rushed to get my degree simply because of financial concerns. Now, I can slow down and focus on my 
education and not the financial burden.”     
 
The Aquila Club was founded in 1962 at Morehead State College as a men’s social club to foster fellowship, comradery and 
social service among male students with a common purpose. In 1971, the Aquila Club became a chapter of Pi Kappa Alpha 
fraternity, making the original Aquila Club members a unique “Band of Brothers.”     
Together, these alumni collectively raised $50,000 to create the endowment to assist MSU students.    
 
All students are eligible for the scholarship with a preference for students who are graduates of Kentucky high schools. The 
scholarship will be awarded annually.     
 
In recognition of the club’s charitable action, the Aquila Club Lounge in the Adron Doran University Center has been named in 
their honor. This area welcomes students as they enter through the newly renovated portion of the student building and is 
adorned with a plaque that describes the Aquila Club’s legacy at MSU.     
 
This scholarship was established as part of the Soar to New Heights Scholarship Campaign.    
 
Students interested in applying to this scholarship, along with other privately funded scholarships managed by the MSU 
Foundation, should visit the online scholarship application at https://moreheadstate.awardspring.com/.    
 
For more information on this scholarship, or to establish your own, contact MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations and 
Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu, or visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/give to contribute today.  
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 4, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Midnight in the Mountains dance marathon raises money for student resources  
Last month, Morehead State University students pulled a different kind of all-nighter for a good cause.  
 
MSU’s Student Government Association (SGA) hosted a dance marathon fundraiser event called Midnight in the 
Mountains last month at the Recreation and Wellness Center.     
 
The six-hour dance marathon took place from 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. Feb. 21 and gave Eagle students the opportunity to give 
back. The night also included basketball and dodgeball tournaments, along with prize giveaways.   
 
Midnight in the Mountains was able to raise just over $2,500 for the following resources: Eagle Essentials, which 
provides students with everyday items like non-perishable food items, hygiene products and school supplies at no cost; the 
Eagle Emergency Loan Fund, a fund supported by faculty and staff to provide short-term, interest free loans to students 
who are facing financial barriers; and the SHARE (Student Hardship Assistance Resource Emergency) Fund, which 
directly supports MSU students during times of financial hardship due to an emergency or life-altering situation.    
 
Connor Tilford, president of campus involvement for SGA and a business management major from Ballard County, said 
he and the event organizers are extremely pleased with the amount of money Midnight in the Mountains raised and they 
plan to raise even more next year in a continual attempt to help students in need to succeed.  
 
“Knowing some of the struggles that we have as students and the resources available on our campus to help mitigate 
struggles, the team came to an agreement that we need to help. This was our call to action,” Milford said. “The dance 
marathon, Midnight in the Mountains, was our way to raise funds to help and shed a light on these resources to all Eagles. 
We are all students here and we all have the same goal of graduation. I believe that we can all help to diminish the 
external obstacles in front of students from achieving graduation.”  
 
To learn more about SGA, call 606-783-2071, email sga@moreheadstate.edu or visit www.moreheadstate.edu/sga.    
 
For more information on student activities at MSU, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/activities, 
email studentactivities@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2071.   
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March 5, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Career and Internship Fair held March 4  
Nearly 100 employers and graduate programs were on campus for Morehead State’s Spring Career and 
Internship Fair on Wednesday, March 4. Students had the chance to expand their professional networks, apply 
for jobs and discover internship possibilities.   
 
“We heard many positive things from employers regarding the preparation of MSU students in terms of 
professional dress and knowledge of the organizations,” said Megan Boone, director of the Office of Career 
Services. “Recruiters also expressed appreciation regarding the overwhelming hospitality offered by everyone 
at MSU.”   
 
“We had a lot of good traffic and several great candidates; the decision on who to hire for an intern this summer 
will be difficult,” said Kay Moss, human resources manager at Stober Drives in Maysville.   
 
The Career and Internship Fair allows students to connect with potential employers and explore internship and 
graduate school opportunities. Students from first-year students to graduate students attend the fair to learn 
more about career, internship and educational options. Nearly 500 students participated in the spring fair.   
 
For more information about MSU’s Career Services, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/career or call 606-783-
2233.   
 
View Photo Gallery  
 
PHOTO: Left to right: WKYT news anchor Amber Philpott (03) and WKYT chief meteorologist Chris Bailey 
(97) spoke with MSU students at the 2020 Spring Career and Internship Fair.  
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March 5, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Pitzer gains leadership skills through ROTC travel program  
Ever since he was young, Tristan Pitzer has been interested in joining the military. After a conversation with his 
grandfather, he decided the best path to that goal was to join the Reserve Officer’s Training Corps (ROTC). 
That decision led Pitzer to a once in a lifetime opportunity to travel and experience a different culture.   
 
Pitzer, a junior exercise science major from Greenfield, Ohio, spent three weeks in Morocco as a participant in 
the ROTC’s Cultural Understanding and Leadership Program (CULP). The program allows ROTC cadets to 
learn about different cultures, develop foreign language skills and become better leaders.    
 
Pitzer said he first learned about CULP from a friend who had traveled to Uganda to participate in the 
program.    
 
“He told me after his trip, he found a new appreciation for life and for the little things in life that we, as blessed 
people, may take for granted sometimes,” Pitzer said. “For example, things such as water, sanitation and food 
aren’t the same everywhere in the world. So, I instantly decided that CULP was something I wanted to be a part 
of right then and there. I wanted to make a positive impact on other people’s lives, and I felt that CULP was an 
effective way to accomplish this goal.”    
 
Pitzer came to MSU after he was awarded a three-year Army ROTC Scholarship. He said one of the things he 
enjoys most about being an Eagle is the connections he’s made on and off-campus while earning his degree.    
 
“I like the people and relationships I’ve formed here, the atmosphere around campus,” he said. “I enjoy any 
classes that encourage interactive/hands-on learning. So, most of my exercise science classes and my ROTC 
classes and labs are good examples. I enjoy these types of classes because I am able to actually ensure I absorb 
the proper knowledge and then apply it physically.”   
 
While in Morocco, Pitzer took part in training at the Royal Military Academy, where ROTC cadets trained 
alongside the future leaders of the Moroccan Army, learning about foreign weapon familiarization, horse 
tactics, electronic weapons training, and taking classes that were taught by both American and Moroccan cadets. 
They also toured U.S. military facilities in the area and visited a local orphanage.    
 
Pitzer said the trip not only taught him an appreciation for a different culture; it gave him a greater appreciation 
of his own culture.    
 
“My perception of the world changed positively because of my exposure to another country with another 
culture, and the people within it were relatable, and some saw things differently in the world.”   
 
In the long-term, Pitzer wants to pursue a career in the Army before becoming a chiropractor.    
 
For information about Morehead State’s ROTC Eagle Battalion, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/military, email 
msurotc@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2050.   
 
For information about programs in the Department of Kinesiology, Health and Imaging Sciences, visit 
www.moreheadstate.edu/khis, email m.probst@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2180.  
 
PHOTO: The 44 U.S. Army Cadets listen to a speech about Moroccan soldiers who died while serving their 
country. 
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 5,  2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Donors step up to MSU’s 24-Hour Giving Challenge 
Friends and supporters of Morehead State University got the chance to show their love for the institution and its students on Valentine’s 
Day. MSU hosted the 7th Annual 24-Hour Giving Challenge last month on Feb. 14.    
 
The theme for this year’s challenge was #ShareTheLove. An anonymous donor pledged to donate $44,000 if 500 donors contributed 
during the 24-hour time frame. Local businesses, including CoffeeTree Books and Fuzzy Duck Coffee Shop, and Sawstone Brewing 
Company also sponsored events in conjunction with the giving challenge.    
 
The event exceeded expectations. There were 539 donors from 31 states that contributed $42,972. Combined with the $44,000 
anonymous donor pledge, a total of $86,972 was raised to help current and future Eagles. This year, alumni ranging from the Class of 
1956 to current Eagles gave gifts to reach this goal and Gamma Phi Beta Sorority won the fundraiser’s Greek Challenge for both the 
highest number of donors and the highest percentage of alumni participation.  
 
“This is always such an exciting day every year. It’s really great to see so many alumni and friends come together, year after year, to 
help us meet our goal. This giving day initiative has raised nearly $500,000 combined over our seven challenges.” said Jessi Ferguson, 
alumni and digital engagement manager. “We are so grateful for the continued support.”  
 
For more information on how to donate and give to Morehead State University, contact MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations and 
Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu, or visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/give to contribute today. 
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 5, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
MSU undergraduate research showcased at Posters-at-the-Capitol 
Part of the reason Morehead State University is ranked as a Top 20 university in the South is its long-standing reputation for academic 
quality. This reputation is consistently reinforced through the institution’s emphasis on students participating in undergraduate research 
and that research showcased to a noteworthy audience with the 20th annual Posters-at-the-Capitol. The event was held Thursday, 
March 5, at the State Capitol in Frankfort.   
 
Posters-at-the-Capitol is an event hosted collaboratively by Eastern Kentucky University, Kentucky Community and Technical College 
System, Kentucky State University, Morehead State University, Murray State University, Northern Kentucky University, University of 
Kentucky, University of Louisville and Western Kentucky University. It provides undergraduate students with the opportunity to engage 
in scholarship, research and creative work that is important to their educational experience and professional development while 
allowing members of Kentucky’s legislature and the governor the opportunity to better understand the importance of undergraduate 
research.    
 
“Morehead State has a long history of support for undergraduate research that embraces faculty mentorship as a means of enhancing 
student engagement, retention and critical thinking skills,” said Dr. Michael Henson, associate vice president for research and dean of 
the MSU Graduate School. “The annual Posters-at-the-Capitol event helps members of our legislature and the governor better 
understand the importance of involving undergraduates in this type of creative endeavor and we are always proud to showcase their 
efforts to the Commonwealth.”  
 
Student research presentations included:   
 
    Johnathan Miller Baird of Waverly; Dr. Joshua Qualls, professor of mathematical physics; “Quantum Coin Flipping.”  
    Hannah Brewer of Pine Ridge; Dr. Robert D. Boram, professor of physics and science education, and Dr. Wilson Gonzalez-Espada, 
professor of physics and science education; “STEM majors’ views of the teaching profession: Implications for the recruitment of 
secondary teachers in Kentucky."   
    Sydney Brown of Olive Hill, Savannah Muse of Somerset, Megan Bailey of Morehead, Jorden Crowe of Versailles, Sydney Young of 
Hawesville and Vaness Jones of Olive Hill; Dr. Gregory Corso, psychology department chair; “Over--the--Counter Package Modification 
Preferences Among Consumer."    
    Dorian Cook of Edgewood; Dr. Lesia Lennex, professor of education," Constructed Learning in Elementary Mathematics.”   
    Craigory Coppola of Danville; Dr. Heba Elgazzar, assistant professor of computer science; “Novel Machine Learning Algorithms for 
Centrality and Clique Detection in Social Networks."    
    Anya M. Deaton of Alexandria, Lydia R. Deaton of Alexandria; Dr. John M. Farrar, “Root Cause Analysis and Method Development 
of Calorimetry Experiments."   
    Lydia R. Deaton of Alexandria, Anya M. Deaton of Alexandria, Leanna Shelton of Vancleve, Haley Turner of Rowdy and Sheridan 
Combs of Hazard; Rachel Blackwell, professional development associate for 21st Century Education Enterprise; Dr. Fatma Mohamed, 
associate professor of management; Dr. Ahmad Hassan, associate professor of management; “Reclamation of Unused Coal Fields 
Through Bluegrass Adventures.”  
    Jessica Hamm of South Vienna, Ohio; Johnathan Nelson, associate professor of management and associate dean of the School of 
Business Administration; “Learning from Ethical Failure: How Ethical Errors Can Contribute to Later Ethical Conduct."    
    Vanessa Jones of Olive Hill, Mia F. Carman of Louisville and Reganne Miller of Carlisle; Dr. Steve Chen, professor of sport 
management; “Secondary Tasks and Autonomous Vehicles.”   
    Gabrielle Merrill of Maysville, Kaylee Trent of Campton, Brooke Young of Mt. Sterling, Stacey Crose of Clearfield and Kaitlyn 
Shannon of Clearfield; Dr. Mary White, associate professor of nursing; “1 Optimizing Mental Health Through Continual Assessment of 
Inpatients in Kentucky Hospitals: A Quality Improvement Project."    
    Logan Evan Pennington of Falmouth, Belinda Candra-Bekasi of Indonesia and Kathryn Gallenstein of Winchester; Dr. Wilson 
Gonzalez-Espada, professor of physics and science education; “Can children and young adults read analog clocks? Misconceptions 
and conceptualization of rotational directionality notation."    
    Travis C. Porter of Olive Hill; Dr. Kouroush Jenab, assistant professor of engineering and technology management; “Environmentally 
Conscious Industrial Renewable Energy Storage Design.”  
    Allie Skaggs of Grayson and Brenton Anderson of Morehead; Dr. Cheng Cheng, assistant professor of engineering and technology 
management; “Development of an AC Electrokinetics Capacitive Sensing Platform for Rapid and Sensitive Bioparticles Detection."  
    Chloe Spencer of Richmond; Dr. Lola Aagaard, professor of education; “Correlations Between Testosterone Indicators and 
Advanced Percussion Skill."    
    Katlin Stumbo of Topmost and Noah Blevins of Webbville; Dr. Michael E. Fultz, professor of biology; “ExoLab: The Growth of Heat 
Tolerant Plants in Microgravity.”    
    Colby Winters of Catlettsburg; Dr. Thomas G. Pannuti, professor of astrophysics and space science; “Multi--Wavelength 
Investigations of the High Magnetic Field Pulsars J1809-1943, J1847-0130, and J1821-1419."   
    Haylee Winters of Catlettsburg; Dr. Timothy Hare, professor of anthropology “The Effects of Erosion Structures on Triplett Creek 
from the Fall of 2016, 2017, and 2018.”  
 
To learn more about MSU’s undergraduate research opportunities, contact the Office of Research and Sponsored Programs at 606-
783-2010, email Dr. Henson at m.henson@moreheadstate.edu or visit www.moreheadstate.edu/undergraduateresearch.   
 
http://bit.ly/3azRYGG 
 
Photo, left to right: Craft Academy students Haley Turner, Sheridan Combs, Leanna Shelton, Lydia Deaton and Anya Deaton displayed 
their research at Posters-at-the-Capitol in Frankfort. 
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 6, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
KCTM to host two spring concerts 
Morehead State’s Kentucky Center for Traditional Music (KCTM) will hold two concerts this spring to showcase the talent of its 
students.   
 
The Sounds of Our Heritage Spring Concert will be held Tuesday, March 10, at 7 p.m. at the Rowan County Arts Center. The semester 
finale concert will be held Tuesday, April 28, at 7 p.m. at the Morehead Conference Center.    
 
Approximately 30 students will perform a selection of traditional music, including bluegrass, old-time, folk and more.    
 
“This semester, we have seven bands,” said Nathan Kiser, KCTM operations manager. “These shows are a way for each class to 
present what they are learning for the enjoyment of a live audience.”   
 
Both shows are free and open to the public.   
 
To learn more about the KCTM, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/kctm, email kctm@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-9001. 
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March 6, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Delegation travels to Netherlands with AppHarvest 
A delegation of educators and advocates from Eastern Kentucky recently traveled to the Netherlands with officials from AppHarvest to 
learn about innovative agricultural techniques used in the country.   
 
Dr. Greg Russell, dean of Morehead State's Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology, traveled to the Netherlands as part 
of the delegation from AppHarvest, an agriculture technology company that is currently building the world’s largest greenhouse in 
Morehead.    
 
"I felt that with AppHarvest building a very large greenhouse in Morehead, it could be very beneficial to MSU faculty and staff to 
establish connections with AppHarvest management and to learn about the technology that will be used in the AppHarvest facility," 
Russell said. "Our delegation included industry partners, government partners and university partners. All who attended came away 
from the trip believing partnerships between industry/government/academic entities are possible."   
 
The delegation visited multiple universities in the Netherlands, including Wageningen University, which is regarded as the top 
agricultural university in the world, as well as the University of Masstricht, HAS University of Applied Sciences, Fontys Venio University 
of Applied Sciences and Eindhoven University of Technology. The group also toured the research facilities of several of these 
universities along with several agricultural-focused innovation centers.    
 
Russell said there are multiple ways MSU and AppHarvest can work together like universities and agricultural businesses in the 
Netherlands.   
 
"For students, internship opportunities will be available at the AppHarvest facility. Additionally, AppHarvest is extremely interested in 
establishing research partnerships with MSU and with other Kentucky universities, thus providing opportunities for our faculty and 
students to participate in research projects. There are numerous academic disciplines on the MSU campus who could collaborate with 
AppHarvest, including agriculture, biology, business, computer science, and engineering. And graduates of those programs may find 
excellent opportunities at AppHarvest."   
 
Josh Ball, assistant executive director of the nonprofit advocacy group Shaping Our Appalachian Region (SOAR) and an MSU 
graduate, was also part of the group. He said he attended to learn how high-tech agricultural practices can be used to address several 
issues in Eastern Kentucky.   
 
"SOAR has been working with the team at AppHarvest since Jonathan Webb brought the idea to Eastern Kentucky," Ball said. "As this 
project has moved forward, we have gained so much insight on high-tech agriculture and the role it plays in not only creating jobs but 
also addressing food security issues and providing a higher quality product for consumption."   
 
MSU is also an East Kentucky partner in SOAR. 
 
For more information about AppHarvest, visit www.appharvest.com.    
 
To learn more about SOAR, visit https://www.soar-ky.org.    
 
For information about programs in MSU's Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/cbt, 
email cbt@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2174. 
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NEWS RELEASE 
  
March 6, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
  
Student finds letter written by former U.S. president 
Morehead State Senior Isabella Carpintero, a public history major from Russell, never expected 
to make a historic discovery during her internship. But, while conducting research, she 
discovered a letter that shed light on the early life of former U.S. President William McKinley.  
  
"I honestly stopped breathing for a few seconds. I felt so lucky," Carpintero said. "I thought I was 
dreaming. I didn't believe what I was holding. I think I repeated, ‘Oh my gosh’ like six times. I 
was speechless, entirely flabbergasted."  
  
Carpintero was working as an intern at the Z.D. Ramsdell Civil War Home Museum in Ceredo, 
West Virginia, when she discovered the letter tucked in a book. The letter, dated June 27, 1862, 
was written by then Lieutenant McKinley of the 23rd Ohio Infantry to Ramsdell. Carpintero found 
the letter Jan. 7 while researching another artifact in the museum and said her internship 
supervisor was just as surprised by her finding the letter as she was.   
  
"My museum supervisor was flabbergasted as well. She wasn't expecting us (staff member 
wise) to find any more major documents," she said. “Its discovery proves to doubters that there 
are still artifacts from the past to find; not everything has been discovered. The letter's discovery 
also allows us some insight as to the way business and manners were conducted in the past, 
just by looking at the way the letter is addressed and the greetings. The find also gives the 
museum some stronger sense of importance."  
  
The letter is preserved at the Ramsdell Museum, and a copy has been sent to the McKinley 
Presidential Museum and Library for their documentation and to gain authenticity due to no 
mark or sign of a scribe having written it.   
  
For more information about Morehead State's history programs, visit 
www.moreheadstate.edu/study/history, email hpil@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2655. 
  
Photos: Isabella Carpintero found a letter from U.S. President William McKinley in a book at the 
Z.D. Ramsdell Civil War Home Museum while conducting research as an intern. 
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 9, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Blues singer-songwriter John Ford performs at MSU this week  
Morehead State University will present a concert featuring Cincinnati-based blues guitarist and singer-
songwriter John Ford, along with special guest MSU music faculty musicians, at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 12, 
at the Duncan Recital Hall in Baird Music Hall on the Morehead campus. Tickets are $5.   
 
The concert is sponsored by the Morehead State Music Industry Club will be celebrating Ford's latest CD 
release "John Ford Live at Morehead State University," which he recorded with The John Ford Blues 
Society during his concert performance on March 31, 2016, in Duncan Recital Hall. The EP features six 
songs that includes five blues classics and one original song, "Ma Sibbi's Chicken & Dumplins.” The CD will 
be available for purchase at the show.  
 
Ford assimilates the blues of the 1920s and ‘30s, '40s country and a pinch of gospel rhythm to come up with his 
own brand of the American roots music experience. Growing up in New Richmond, Ohio, a small river town 20 
miles east of Cincinnati, Ford fell in love with the blues at an early age and has been writing since his early 
teens.  
Over the past few years, he has performed at notable blues clubs and venues in Indianapolis, St. Louis, Chicago 
and Mississippi. He has opened for notable blues artists like Cedric Burnside, Patrick Sweaney, Damon Fowler 
and Ruthie Foster. In 2015, Ford was nominated for a Cincinnati Entertainment Award.   
 
“This concert provides a rare opportunity for the campus community and surrounding area to experience 
authentic Delta blues-inspired music,” said Glenn Ginn, associate professor of music. “This is the music that 
was born and nurtured in the deep South and now has influenced many forms of modern music. John Ford 
delivers the music with its original roots still attached.”  
 
Learn more about John Ford by visiting https://johnfordblues.com/.  
 
To learn more about music programs at MSU, contact the Department of Music, Theatre and Dance 
at mtd@moreheadstate.edu, 606-783-2473 or visit www.moreheadstate.edu/mtd.  
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 10, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
MSU legal studies programs ranked most affordable by Great Value Colleges  
Morehead State University has been named one of the Top 25 Most Affordable Bachelor’s in Legal Studies for 
2020 by Great Value Colleges (GreatValueColleges.net).     
 
MSU’s Bachelor of Arts in Legal Studies ranked 10th on the list out of 27 programs. It was the only university 
in Kentucky to make the list. It was selected for being one of the few schools on the list approved by the 
American Bar Association, its affordability and program benefits that include small class sizes, state-of-the-art 
technology, the opportunity to work with real clients and an internship component.    
 
For a full list of rankings, visit https://www.greatvaluecolleges.net/rankings/bachelors-legal-studies/.     
 
“The faculty and students in the legal studies program at Morehead State University are honored to be 
recognized among the top 10 legal studies programs in the nation by Great Value Colleges. Our experienced 
faculty, who are all licensed attorneys, combine legal theory and practice to help prepare students for law school 
or an immediate career as a paralegal or legal assistant,” said L. Joe Dunman, legal studies program coordinator 
and assistant professor of legal studies. “Our diverse and challenging curriculum, which includes a required 
legal internship to help students gain real-life experience, is affordable and a great investment, two factors 
considered heavily by Great Value Colleges. We consider it quite an achievement to be ranked among the 
top 10 programs in the country along with much larger universities such as the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, the University of Central Florida and the University of California-Berkeley.”  
 
Great Value Colleges is a website to help students and families get the best possible education for the money 
through high-quality, researched-based articles and rankings based on publicly available information from 
reputable third-party sources.      
 
The rankings are determined by using data collected from College Navigator regarding tuition, as 
well as program information gleaned directly from each institution’s official website. For more sizeable 
rankings, the methodology used to determine placement is based primarily on tuition but also considers things 
like program flexibility, customization within the degree program both in content and format, and an overall 
“wow” factor which highlights each program’s unique offerings and sets it apart from the pack. For programs 
that have limited online availability, the website ranks institutions based solely on tuition costs.     
 
Great Value Colleges compiles these rankings to contribute to the academic mission of higher learning 
institutions. It provides pertinent, unbiased information for prospective students and working professionals to 
aid them in making more informed decisions as they seek to further their education.    
 
MSU’s legal studies program was also ranked 12th out of the top 25 legal studies programs by 
TheBestSchools.org.   
 
To learn more about MSU’s Bachelor of Arts in Legal Studies, contact the Department of History, Philosophy, 
Politics, Global Studies and Legal Studies at hpil@moreheadstate.edu, call 606-783-2655 or 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/study/legalstudies.    
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March 10, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Fred R. Ross Scholarship Endowment established  
The Morehead State University Foundation has announced the establishment of the Fred R. Ross Scholarship Endowment, a 
fund to benefit Morehead State University students.     
 
The scholarship was established by Fred R. Ross (67), a long-time resident of Clermont County, Ohio. He first came to MSU in 
the fall of 1963 as a first-generation college student. He attended MSU as a financially independent student, working part-time 
and summer jobs to pay for his education. He graduated with his undergraduate degree in 1967 and his master’s degree in 1970. 
Upon graduation, he taught in several school systems, including Greenup County and Fleming County High School in Kentucky 
and Clermont Northeastern High School and the Great Oaks Career Development Campus of Scarlet Oaks in Ohio. He then 
served in several administrative positions, including assistant principal at New Richmond High School, principal at Van Buren 
High School in Findlay, Ohio, and business manager for Eaton City Schools. From 1986 to 1998, he served as a business 
manager and later as an assistant superintendent for the Deer Park City Schools near Cincinnati.   
 
Ross went on to serve as an area coordinator and financial consultant for the Ohio Department of Education, Division of School 
Finance from 1999 to 2016. He also served as an adjunct professor at Xavier University in Cincinnati, teaching Ohio School 
finance from 2010 to 2017. Ross retired in 2017 after devoting more than 50 years to his career in education. To continue to 
honor his love of education, he established the Fred R. Ross Scholarship Endowment at MSU.   
 
“I’ve always been proud of the education and training that MSU afforded me earlier in life and in this era of rising college 
costs, I wanted to make a small contribution in helping to keep those costs reasonable for graduating students from my home 
county who are looking to further their education,” Ross said.   
 
The recipient of the Fred R. Ross Scholarship Endowment must be an incoming freshman and graduate of a public high school 
from Clermont County, Ohio, with a minimum 3.2 GPA and a minimum ACT score of 24. The scholarship award amount will 
initially be $10,000 per academic year. The scholarship is renewable if a 3.2 GPA and full-time status are maintained.   
 
Students interested in applying to this scholarship, along with other privately funded scholarships managed by the MSU 
Foundation, should visit the online scholarship application at https://moreheadstate.awardspring.com/.   
 
For more information on this scholarship, or to establish your own, contact MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations and 
Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu.  
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March 10, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Social work program lobbies at state capitol  
Students in Morehead State's Social Work program took their concerns to Frankfort to rally for higher education 
funding and share their views with lawmakers.    
 
More than 100 students from MSU's Social Work program traveled to the state capitol Tuesday, Feb. 25, for 
Social Work Lobby Day. Students from MSU's main and extended campus locations attended the event, which 
is organized each March in recognition of Social Work Month by the Kentucky chapter of the National 
Association of Social Workers. The students attended advocacy workshops and networked with other social 
work students from campuses across the state.   
 
"Social Work Lobby Day is an opportunity for MSU students to experience and learn about affecting change 
and the social work profession’s commitment to social justice,” said MSU Social Work Program Coordinator 
Becky Davison.  “One of the most unique aspects of social work is its commitment to system-level change.  All 
social workers are ethically bound to work towards social justice. This means that social workers must advocate 
for policies that will affect change at the macro-level.  In order to do this, social workers must use relationship-
building skills along with knowledge of policy making to advocate for people whose voices are often left 
unheard.” 
 
On Thursday, Feb. 20, senior Jimmy Salyers of Paintsville testified before the House Health and Family 
Services Committee to voice his opposition to House Bill 1 which seeks to add restrictions to how recipients 
can spend public assistance and SNAP benefits.    
 
"Working in the substance abuse treatment field for the last four years has taught me one thing: a closed mouth 
does not get fed," Salyers said. "Unfortunately, the population I have been serving for the last four years don't 
always have the means to travel to Frankfort to have their voices heard, nor do they understand the power their 
voice can have. I knew that I was given a chance to speak on behalf of their best interest. I was not going to pass 
that up."   
 
Salyers said he was able to testify before the committee as part of his practicum at the Kentucky Chapter of the 
National Association of Social Workers. He said the organization makes advocacy a priority.   
 
"This bill was creating a lot of barriers to public assistance for populations such as drug felons and low-income 
families. This is something that I am obviously passionate about, so I agreed and gave them my contact 
information. Before being placed into a macro field practicum, I would have never imagined being given such 
an honor."   
 
In addition to lobbying efforts, the program had its accreditation reaffirmed by the Council on Social Work 
Education (CSWE) on Monday, March 9. The accreditation is valid for eight years.   
 
MSU's Social Work program prepares students for careers by offering intense instruction and real-world 
experience through field education, where students can apply what they've learned in the classroom in a 
professional setting.    
 
For more information about social work programs at MSU, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/study/socialwork, 
email Program Coordinator Becky Davidson at r.davison@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2446.  
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March 12, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Delta Tau Delta holds fundraiser for Eagle Essentials program  
The Morehead State chapter of Delta Tau Delta fraternity held its fifth annual Chili Cook-Off at the Baptist 
Campus Ministries on Wednesday, March 4, to raise money for the Eagle Essentials program. The public was 
invited to come and sample as many of the 19 chili entries in the competition.   
 
"In years past, we've donated to specific students or families in need, but after further discussion, this year and 
last year, we have donated to Eagle Essentials because as a chapter, we recognize the needs that students face 
and the financial burden that is upon many students," said senior Connor Tilford, a business management major 
from Paducah and Delta Tau Delta secretary. "We firmly believe the Eagle Essentials is effective in closing the 
gap between the financial burden and students' success."   
 
The fraternity raised more than $1,500 for the Eagle Essentials program, which provides food, hygiene products 
and necessary school supplies to students in need. The fraternity has raised more than $7,500 in the nine years 
the Chili Cook-Off has been held to benefit organizations throughout the community.   
 
The Eagle Essentials program is in room 251 of the Adron Doran University Center (ADUC). The program 
accepts donations at that location and 203 Ginger Hall. Items to be donated and monetary donations are 
accepted.   
 
For more information about the Eagle Essentials Program, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/eagle-essentials or call 
606-783-5152.    
 
PHOTO: Pictured in the front row, left to right: Braxton Miller, Bradley Dalton, Payton Hampton, Matthew 
Turner, Connor Tilford, Cameron Faudere, Kyle Amburgy, Cooper Enges, Chris Miller, Tyler 
Fitzpatrick and Tanner Fisher. Second row, l-r: Clay Leggett, Chance Allen, Garrison Toy, Kirkland Wireman, 
Ethan Collins, Hunter Collins, Joe Preece, Wilson Switzer, Josh Crump and Derek Olive. Third Row, l-r: Cody 
Hammons, Jason McDonald, Jacob Stamm, Clay Smith, John Ward, Max McFarland, Cole Saunders, Caden 
Easterling and Spencer Morris.  
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 12, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
SGA delegation attends Rally for Higher Education  
A delegation of 14 students from Morehead State’s Student Government Association (SGA) attended the Rally 
for Higher Education in Frankfort Thursday, Feb. 6, joining college students from across the Commonwealth in 
advocating for higher education issues.    
 
Among the topics students expressed concern about are pension costs, the performance funding model and asset 
preservation, among others. MSU SGA President Colby Birkes said Eagles who attended the rally are 
passionate about the value of higher education.   
 
“We are proof that students care, students vote, and students will not let Frankfort take our futures away,” 
Birkes said. “Everyone in the Commonwealth deserves the opportunity to receive a college education, and it is 
time that people stop treating it like that is not the case.” 
 
Students began the day listening to student speakers at the Capitol Rotunda. Following the rally, each member 
of the delegation met with a member of the House of Representatives. The MSU delegation ended the day with 
a meeting with Senior Gubernatorial Advisor Rocky Adkins, MSU alumnus and the former house minority 
leader. 
 
The MSU delegation had specific ideas about how the state could improve higher education across the state. 
The delegation suggested putting six to eight percent in new dollars into the performance-based funding model, 
renewing the one to two percent stop-loss provision, putting in $400 million over the next biennium for asset 
preservation and helping mitigate rising pension costs.    
 
For more information about SGA, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/sga, email sga@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-
783-2071.    
 
PHOTO: Pictured left to right: Cameron Cook, political science major from Stanton; SGA Commuter 
Representative Andrew Sexton, senior from Morehead with a double major in Spanish and psychology; MSU 
Associate Director of Student Activities Shannon Colvin; SGA President Colby Birkes, senior political science 
and legal studies major from Winchester;  Senior Class Representative Luke Birkes, strategic communications 
major from Winchester; Senior Gubernatorial Advisor Rocky Adkins; SGA Executive Vice President Waco 
Bays, senior biomedical sciences major from Pikeville; SGA At-Large Senator Lyza Burlutska, sophomore from 
Kharkiv, Ukraine, majoring in pre-pharmacy; At-Large Senator Joe Gatton, sophomore accounting major from 
Owensboro; Ethan Wells, business management major from Elkhorn City; SGA Vice President for 
Administration Emily Wiley, senior from London majoring in agriculture and political science; Camryn Jury, 
legal studies major from Paris; and SGA Athletics representative Bryce Ward, freshman accounting major from 
Hurricane, West Virginia.  
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 12, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
TRIO students win first place in competition 
Students from Morehead State's TRiO Educational Talent Search (ETS) programs competed during Kentucky 
TRiO Day Saturday, Feb. 29, at Kentucky State University.    
 
ETS Academic Team Members secured a first-place victory in the High-Q (quick recall) competition. The team 
was comprised of five students:     
 Gabbi Hill and Nicholas Frizzell, both from Bath County High School.   
 Sam Sherrard from East Carter County High School. 
 Garrett Jenkins from West Carter County High School. 
 Matthew Cooper from Lewis County High School.    
MSU's ETS Academic Team will now move on to compete at the Southeastern Association of Educational 
Opportunity Program Personnel (SAEOPP) Regional Student Initiatives Competitions, scheduled to occur April 
25, 2020, in Atlanta, Georgia.   
 
TRiO Educational Talent Search is federally funded by the U.S. Department of Education and sponsored by 
Morehead State University. For more information, contact Sharon Williams, director of Educational Talent 
Search at s.williams@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-5487, or visit www.moreheadstate.edu/trio.    
 
PHOTO: Photographed from left to right: Matthew Cooper, Gabbi Hill, Garrett Jenkins, Kentucky TRiO 
President Stephen D. Keene, Nicholas Frizzell, Sam Sherrard, and ETS Academic Team Coach Crystal Riddle.  
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 13, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
MSU’s Spring Break is March 16-20   
Morehead State students will be on Spring Break from Monday, March 16, to Friday, March 20. 
 
Classes will not meet, but administrative offices will be open during Spring Break. The University Post Office will also operate 
under regular business hours. 
 
To support our Commonwealth's overall efforts in mitigating the risk of the novel coronavirus, MSU will hold all classes online 
from Monday, March 23, until Friday, April 3. Residence halls will close as planned at 7 p.m. on Friday, March 13, except for 
break housing. The halls will reopen Sunday, March 22, at 10 a.m., for any students who wish to return to campus to reside. 
Students who do not wish to return to campus during the online instruction period should take any items they may need during 
the period when they depart for Spring Break. 
 
The University Bookstore will be closed Saturday, March 14, and Saturday, March 21, and will be open March 16-20 from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Starbucks in ADUC will be open during Spring Break, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 
The Camden-Carroll Library will operate under the following hours:  
 Saturday, March 14, and Sunday, March 15, the library will be closed. 
 Monday, March 16 to Friday, March 20, 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. 
 Saturday, March 21, the library will be closed. 
 Sunday, March 22, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
The Recreation and Wellness Center will operate under the following hours:  
 Friday, March 13, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
 Saturday, March 14, Closed. 
 Sunday, March 15, Closed. 
 Monday, March 16 to Friday, March 20, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
 Saturday, March 21, Closed. 
 Sunday, March 22, Closed. 
Wilson Bowling Lanes will be closed for Spring Break March 14-20. 
 
For more information and the latest updates including prevention and planning, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/coronavirus. 
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 16, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
MSU mourns the passing of Dr. James Knoll  
Dr. James Knoll, a former faculty member and chair in Morehead State University's College of Education, 
passed away Friday, March 13, 2020, at St. Joseph Hospital in Lexington at the age of 73.  
 
Born in Erie, Pennsylvania, to the late Aaron A. and Julia (McCloskey) Knoll, he taught and served as chair of 
the Department of Elementary, Reading and Special Education. In that role, he developed a new program, the 
Master of Arts in Teaching in special education, a program that allowed people with bachelor's degrees to earn 
both special education certification and a master's degree simultaneously.   
 
In addition to his work as an educator, Knoll was a painter and photographer. A recent one-man show at the 
Rowan County Arts Center featured his photography.  
 
Visitation will be held from 2 to 5 p.m., Thursday, March 19, at Northcutt & Son Home for Funerals in 
Morehead. A memorial service will be held at 5 p.m. with participants Dr. Wayne Willis, Dr. Melinda Willis 
and Dr. Daniel Grace.   
 
In lieu of flowers, contributions are suggested to the Morehead State University Foundation, Inc., Master of 
Arts in Teaching (MAT) program, 150 University Blvd., Box 1887, Morehead, KY 40351. 
  
For more information, visit www.northcuttandson.com.  
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 17, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Build-a-Bed project rescheduled for June   
MSUCorps' annual Build-a-Bed project scheduled for April 4 will be rescheduled to June 13 to avoid large 
gatherings due to the coronavirus (COVID-19).   
 
Families who applied to the program have been selected and will still receive their beds.   
MSUCorps will announce any further changes to the schedule.   
 
For more information about MSUCorps and the Build-a-Bed project, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/buildabed or 
call 606-783-5302.   
 
For a list of cancelations, closings and postponements, as well as MSU’s prevention procedures, 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/coronavirus. 
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March 19, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE            
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Celebration of Student Scholarship 
canceled 
 
Given the COVID-19 situation and the recent announcements 
concerning the cancellation of spring semester events at Morehead 
State, MSU has canceled the 2020 Celebration of Student 
Scholarship scheduled for April 22.   
 
However, students submitting their applications to make poster or oral 
presentations at the Celebration will still have their abstracts published 
online in ScholarWorks @ Morehead 
State (https://scholarworks.moreheadstate.edu/ors_reports_publications/)
, a service of the Camden-Carroll Library. This documentation of their 
scholarly contribution, under Reports and Publications, will serve as a 
verifiable citation of their work for professional purposes.  
 
Although the deadline for submission of research abstracts was 
originally Monday, March 16, this deadline is now extended to Monday, 
April 6, in order to allow more students to participate.  
 
As a reminder, abstracts must be submitted through the electronic 
Abstract Submission form located at https://coss-
submissions.onlinescoringsystem.com/abstracts/new.   
 
Congratulations to our students and their faculty mentors on their valued 
scholarship.  
 
The Celebration of Student Scholarship showcases the outstanding 
scholarly work of students involved in the Undergraduate Research 
Fellowship program through oral and poster presentations to the greater 
campus community. Initiated in the spring of 2006, the annual 
celebration has grown into a day-long event of presentations, exhibitions 
and performances by students from the Caudill College of Arts, 
Humanities and Social Sciences, the College of Education, the College 
of Science and the Elmer R. Smith College Business and Technology.      
 
For more information on undergraduate research at MSU, students 
should first contact their professors, advisor, department chair and/or 
college dean for advice on obtaining a faculty mentor in their discipline 
or visit www.moreheadstate.edu/undergraduateresearch.    
 
To learn more about MSU’s Office of Research and Sponsored 
Programs, email Evan Prellberg, coordinator for undergraduate research, 
at eprellberg@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2010.  
 
For a list of cancellations, closings and postponements, as well as 
MSU’s prevention procedures, 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/coronavirus.  
 
NEWS RELEASE 
  
March 20, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE            
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Walker Family Scholarship Endowment 
established 
The Morehead State University Foundation has announced the 
establishment of the Walker Family Scholarship Endowment, a fund to 
benefit Morehead State University students.       
 
The scholarship was established by MSU alumna Dr. Wilma “Willi” 
Walker. Walker graduated from MSU with a bachelor’s degree and went 
on to the University of Kentucky to complete her master’s and doctoral 
degrees. Upon graduation, she spent her career as a professor at Eastern 
Kentucky University (EKU), where she founded EKU’s aviation 
program.    
 
Walker, along with her mother, father and brother, are all MSU alumni. 
To celebrate the Walker family’s heritage at MSU, she created the 
Walker Family Scholarship Endowment to support scholarships for 
students who are graduates of West Carter High School in Walker’s 
hometown of Olive Hill, Kentucky. During the Soar to New Heights 
Scholarship Campaign, Walker has grown her scholarship endowment 
by contributing $80,000.    
 
“MSU is a very important school for Eastern Kentucky. It has provided 
education for a lot of people who would’ve never gone to college 
otherwise,” Walker said. “I set up a scholarship fund at the MSU 
Foundation to support students from the western part of Carter County in 
order for them to have the same kind of opportunities I had.”    
 
Students interested in applying to this scholarship, along with other 
privately funded scholarships managed by the MSU Foundation, should 
visit the online scholarship application 
at https://moreheadstate.awardspring.com/.     
 
For more information on this scholarship, or to establish your own, 
contact MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations and Development at 606-
783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or 
visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu.  
 
Photo, from left: Alicia Parker Webb (01), senior philanthropy officer 
with MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations and Development; Dr. Wilma 
“Willi” Walker; and Mindy Highley (93), assistant vice president of 
Alumni Relations and Development. Walker was recognized at an MSU 
Eagle basketball game for her contribution.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
                                              
 
NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 23, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
MSU students once again receive Order of Omega scholarships  
This year, the Order of Omega, a national leadership honor society for Greek student organizations, is 
rewarding scholarships to three Morehead State University students.    
 
Emily Cook, senior biomedical sciences major from Morehead, received the 2019 Parker F. Enright Scholarship 
worth $750. Both Porsche Maness, a senior from Means, and Kaitlin Eastham, a senior from Greenup, received 
the 2019 Patrick W. Halloran Scholarship worth $500. These scholarships are nationally recognized and chosen 
from every Order or Omega Chapter in the country. All three students are members of both Order of Omega and 
Kappa Delta.   
 
According to Tessa Collins, a senior from Morehead, president of the Gamma Omega Chapter of Order of 
Omega at MSU and a former Order of Omega scholarship recipient, this is the second year in a row that three 
MSU students received three Order of Omega scholarships.   
 
“Inside Kappa Delta and Order of Omega, these three women are amazing leaders and role models, the same 
goes to show with their work in their academics,” Collins said. “Order of Omega signifies the top 3% of Greek 
Life and these three women exemplify what it means to be the top 3% academically and socially. I am so proud 
of these women and their accomplishments. Even though we are all wrapping up our time as undergraduate 
students, these three continue to go above and beyond for Greek Life.”   
 
For more information on Greek Life at MSU, call the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life at 606-783-2071, 
email greek@moreheadstate.edu or visit www.moreheadstate.edu/greek.  
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 23, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Make Space for Reading program begins March 28   
Morehead State’s Star Theater is collaborating with CoffeeTree Books in Morehead to offer an online reading program to 
children.  
 
The “Make Space for Reading” program begins Saturday, March 28, at 10:30 a.m. on Facebook Live. It will feature a reading 
and discussion of Adam Rex and Laurie Keller’s book “Pluto Gets the Call” presented by Susan Thomas, owner 
of CoffeeTree Books. The book is ideal for young readers. During the Facebook Live event, Thomas will also talk about space-
themed books for middle school-aged children. Dr. Ben Malphrus, executive director of MSU’S Space Science Center, said the 
program is one way for the Star Theater to engage with the community during closures related to the coronavirus (COVID-
19) outbreak.  
 
“The Star Theater was created as a community asset. We wanted to create activities to continue to excite young people about 
science until we can re-open,” Malphrus said.   
 
“The Star Theater’s mission is science education and community engagement. Even though the nation is at home to curtail the 
spread of the novel coronavirus, we can still provide authentic, engaging activities online to inspire the next generation of 
American scientists and engineers,” said Shanil Virani, director of the Star Theater. “So many families are at home and 
searching for meaningful activities for their children to do. By providing opportunities like our live book-reading sessions with 
Coffee Tree Books and our Facebook Live conversations with young, diverse astronomers from around the world, we want 
children in our community to keep dreaming big and reaching for the stars.”   
 
Thomas said she is excited to work with the Star Theater to offer the event to children.   
 
“We have always looked for ways to partner with other community organizations. Of course, we love the Star Theater and all 
the great programming it offers,” she said. “This is a scary time for everyone. When Shanil reached out, it was such a great 
reminder of why we do what we do and that we are all in this together.”  
 
To participate in “Make Space for Reading” follow the Star Theater on Facebook at follow on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/msustartheater or view the event at https://www.facebook.com/events/277733746545233/.  
Books for the program can be purchased online at https://bookshop.org/lists/make-space-for-reading.   
 
For more information about MSU’s Star Theater, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/startheater, 
email startheater@moreheadstate.edu, or call 606-783-9593.   
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March 26, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   
MOREHEAD, Ky.‐‐‐ 
MSU alumni named to Army and National Guard leadership 
 
The Kentucky National Guard has named two MSU alumni as its new Army chief of staff and Army deputy chief of 
operations.   
 
Col. Joe Gardner (95) was chosen as chief of staff, replacing Brig. Gen. Bryan Howay, who was recently promoted. 
He reports directly to the Adjutant General Brig. Gen. Hal Lamberton on Army National Guard matters and assists in 
overseeing the day-to-day operations of the organization.    
 
Col. J.B. Richmond (96) has stepped into the role of Army Deputy Chief of Operations (G3), filling the gap created by 
Gardner’s appointment. Richmond is responsible for the operations and training for all the soldiers in the Kentucky Army 
National Guard.   
 
Gardner has served as both a chemical and engineer officer and has more than 27 years of service in the Kentucky 
National Guard. He’s worked full-time for the Guard for the last 20 years and his last deployment was as the 149th 
Military Engagement Team (MET) Commander to the Central Command Area of Operations.    
 
Richmond, a career engineer officer, has more than 28 years of service in the Kentucky National Guard. He’s worked full-
time for the Guard for more than two decades and has deployed numerous times both overseas and stateside throughout 
his career.    
 
Both Gardner and Richmond are graduates of MSU and the United States Army War College.   
 
The Kentucky National Guard is comprised of approximately 7,500 soldiers and airmen in the Army National Guard and 
the Air National Guard, which are components of the United States Army and the United States Air Force, respectively. 
Kentucky Guardsmen are spread across the state and have a presence in nearly every community in the Commonwealth.   
 
Additional information for veterans, national guardsmen and reservists, and military families is available 
at www.moreheadstate.edu/veterans, or by contacting Dr. Silas Session, director of military initiatives, at 606-783-9416 
or ssession@moreheadstate.edu.  
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March 26, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   
MOREHEAD, Ky.‐‐‐ 
 
Dr. Davis-Morris receives honorable mention in AABHE Dissertation of 
the Year Award Competition 
 
Dr. La Raissa Davis-Morris (02), an admissions counselor at Chattahoochee Technical College in Marietta, 
Georgia, received an Honorable Mention in the 2020 American Association of Blacks in Higher Education 
(AABHE) Dissertation of the Year Award Competition. Davis-Morris was awarded complimentary registration 
to the 2020 AABHE Annual Conference in October, a one-year membership with the association and an 
invitation to the Dissertation Award Winner Research and Writing Boot Camp to maintain her research 
agenda.   
 
Davis-Morris received her degrees through Morehead State University’s College of Education. She earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education and Special Education in 2002, a Master of Arts in Adult and Higher 
Education in 2005, a Master of Arts in Special Education in 2007, Rank 1 in Special Education in 2008 
and an Ed.D. in Educational Leadership in Adult and Higher Education in 2018.   
 
Davis-Morris served as an admissions counselor at MSU from 2003 to 2006 and as the multicultural student 
services coordinator from 2006 to 2008. She later left MSU to serve as the special education teacher and 
curriculum coach for Fayette County Public Schools in Lexington from 2008 to 2012 before taking her current 
position at Chattahoochee Technical College.   
 
The title of the capstone project she submitted for consideration this year was “Strategies for Thriving: A 
Qualitative Study of Black Teachers Who Participated in Morehead State University’s Teacher Preparation 
Program.” Davis-Morris also presented at the 2017 AABHE Annual Conference.   
 
“To have my work acknowledged three years later is a testament to my preparation as an undergraduate, 
graduate, and doctoral student at Morehead State University,” she said. “As a former teacher education major, I 
felt compelled to make a small contribution to the extant literature exploring the experiences of African 
American teacher education majors. One missing aspect that I explored was the lived experiences of rural 
African American teacher education majors. I hope that my project not only inspires current minority teacher 
education majors but also compels current and future researchers to explore minority teacher shortages.”   
 
For information about programs at MSU’s College of Education, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/education, email 
Dr. Chris Miller, Dean of the College of Education, at c.miller@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2162.  
 
Photo, from left: Dr. Daryl R. Privott, associate professor of adult and higher education and director of 
the Faculty Center for Teaching & Learning; Dr. La Raissa Davis-Morris (02), graduating with an Ed.D. in 
Educational Leadership and Adult and Higher Education at MSU’s Commencement Ceremony in 
2018; and Dr. Mike Henson, associate provost for research and dean of the Graduate School.  
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March 29, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   
MOREHEAD, Ky.‐‐‐ 
 
W.H. Rice Family Scholarship Endowment announces first recipient 
 
The Morehead State University Foundation has announced this year’s recipient of the W.H. Rice Family 
Scholarship Endowment, a fund to benefit Morehead State University students. The scholarship recipient is 
Martina Chapman, a freshman from Morehead.   
 
Chapman is a biomedical sciences major on the pre-medicine track. After graduating from MSU, she plans to 
further her education by enrolling in medical school and earn an M.D. in oncology research.   
 
“The W.H. Rice Scholarship will benefit my educational career by helping pay for books and tuition,” Chapman 
said. “I feel that receiving this scholarship has helped show my dedication to my schoolwork and my passion 
for success. It is a true honor to be the first-ever recipient and I plan to represent this scholarship throughout my 
community by being a role model for other college freshmen.”         
 
The scholarship was established by Lucien Rice (56) in honor of his parents W.H. and Virginia Rice. W.H. 
served as MSU’s physical plant superintendent for many years. The Rice Service Building is named in his 
honor. Lucien and his late wife, Monta Carol (61), attended MSU and were married for 61 years. Lucien also 
graduated from Morehead State’s Breckinridge Training School and is a former president of the MSU Alumni 
Association Board of Directors. The scholarship honors the Rice family’s dedication and love for MSU.    
 
“We have a family tradition at MSU that dates back to the 1930s. When I received my Boy Scouts of America 
Eagle Rank in 1951, I realized that I needed to begin giving back to others, because so many people had 
invested in my personal success,” Lucien said. “Before Carol passed away, we discussed how important it was 
for us to give back to MSU, since the support we received there shaped our entire lives. MSU gave so much to 
me and my whole family. We just want to do the same for others. And to be honest, I am just an old diehard 
Breckinridge, Morehead State Eagle, full of pride!”  
 
Scholarship recipients must be full-time undergraduate students at MSU with preference given to students with 
an outstanding commitment to community service and extracurricular activities. The scholarship is renewable 
through the recipient’s fourth year of undergraduate study if full-time status and satisfactory academic progress 
are maintained.   
 
Students interested in applying to this scholarship, along with other privately funded scholarships managed by 
the MSU Foundation, should visit the online scholarship application 
at https://moreheadstate.awardspring.com.       
 
For more information on this scholarship, or to establish your own, contact MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations 
and Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu.    
 
Photo, from left: Lucien Rice (56) pictured with Martina Chapman, the first recipient of the W.H. Rice Family 
Scholarship Endowment.  
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 30, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Craft Academy students recognized at regional business competition  
Students from Morehead State’s Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics and their faculty 
coaches from the School of Business Administration (SBA) earned four first-place awards at the 
Entrepreneurial Coal Land Redevelopment Program (ECLRP) Regional Challenge held Thursday, March 12.   
 
Coached by Dr. Amad Hassan, associate professor of management, and Dr. Fatma Mohamed, associate 
professor of management, the students earned first place awards in business development, regional challenge 
presentation and overall regional challenge for their presentation, “Reclamation of Unused Coal Fields through 
Bluegrass Adventures.” Hassan and Mohamed won the Coaches Award. Students involved in the challenge 
were:    
 Sheridan Combs, a junior form Hazard.   
 Anya Deaton, a senior from Alexandria.   
 Lydia Deaton, a senior from Alexandria.   
 Leanna Shelton, a senior from Vancleve.   
 Haley Turner, a junior from Hazard.   
“I am so inspired and honored to participate in the ECLRP project and to be part of the efforts to improve the 
quality of life of many communities in Eastern Kentucky,” said Hassan, who praised the students involved for 
their work on the project. “Throughout the project, the team demonstrated great perseverance, enthusiasm and 
initiative. It was a pleasure to lead this group of hard working, intelligent and inquisitive young entrepreneurs.” 
 
“My most important takeaway from this amazing program would be that it is possible to bring Eastern 
Kentucky up and away from poverty,” said Turner. “I have learned to advocate for the mountains instead of 
dismissing them.”   
 
“Having the opportunity to complete this program was amazing. It taught me ways to be proactive in 
contributing to the economic situations around me and allowed me to educate others on the economy of Eastern 
Kentucky,” said Shelton. “My team and I have been shown kindness and saw the eagerness of wanting to help 
from members of the community. The value of constructive criticism and team member collaboration was 
illustrated through this program. The skills that I have learned and the passion I have saw [sic] throughout this 
program is something that I will carry with me throughout my career and life.”   
 
"It is always wonderful to see great faculty and students recognized for great work. I couldn't be more proud of 
Dr. Hassan and Dr. Mohamed and the Craft Academy students that they have been working with,” said Dr. 
Johnathan Nelson, associate dean of the School of Business Administration. “I have seen the significant time 
that professors Hassan and Mohamed have devoted to coaching these students and know that these students 
have worked hard as well. I am proud of the way in which they have all represented MSU." 
 
CEDAR, Inc. sponsors the ECLRP.    
 
The students, Hassan and Mohamed, along with Craft Academy Research and Project Manager Rachel 
Blackwell, also presented their work at the 2020 Posters-at-the-Capitol event in Frankfort on Thursday, March 
5.    
 
For more information about programs in Morehead State’s School of Business Administration, visit 
www.moreheadstate.edu/business, email cbt@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2090.   
 
To learn more about the Craft Academy, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/craft-academy, email 
craftacademy@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2093.   
 
Photo caption: Pictured, from left to right, are Dr. Amad Hassan, Craft Academy Students Sheridan Combs, 
Anya Deaton, Leanna Shelton, Lydia Deaton and Haley Turner, and Dr. Fatma Mohamed.  
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
March 30, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
MSU Delta Tau Delta Chapter receives Hugh Shields Award  
The Morehead State University’s Zeta Zeta Chapter of Delta Tau Delta Fraternity received the 
Hugh Shields Award for Academic Excellence at Delta Tau Delta’s Division Conference earlier this year.    
 
The Hugh Shields Award for Chapter Excellence recognizes overall excellence in a chapter and is presented to 
the top 10 chapters in the fraternity. Chapters receive a gavel and a Hugh Shields flag. This is the third time 
MSU’s Zeta Zeta Chapter has received this honor.   
 
The Zeta Zeta Chapter also received Southern Division Awards for both Academic Improvement and Member 
Education, as well as recognition for Above the Campus All-Male-Average/All-Fraternity Average and First on 
Campus Academically.   
 
MSU’s Zeta Zeta Chapter of Delta Tau Delta was also recently graded as the top chapter in the country by the 
Fraternity Awards and Accreditation Report (FAAR), which assesses the quality of programming executed by 
chapters each year.   
 
“Delta Tau Delta has been awarded the highest honor from their national office and, as of right now, they are 
the top chapter nationwide,” said Tanner Fisher, a sophomore from Bracken County and president of Delta Tau 
Delta at MSU. “This is not only a huge honor for them but a huge honor for our campus to have the top Delta 
Tau Delta Chapter in the nation on our campus.”   
 
To learn more about fraternity and sorority life at MSU, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/greek, 
email greek@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-5023.   
 
Photo: Members of MSU’s Zeta Zeta Chapter of Delta Tau Delta at the organization’s fifth annual Chili Cook-
Off in March, which raised money for the Eagle Essentials program.  
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March 31, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   
MOREHEAD, Ky.‐‐‐ 
Zoe G. Wells Scholarship Endowment recipient announced 
 
The Morehead State University Foundation has announced this year’s recipient of the Zoe G. Wells Scholarship 
Endowment, a fund to benefit Morehead State University students. The scholarship recipient is Blake Gamble, a 
sophomore from Oil Springs, Kentucky.    
 
Gamble is a special education major focused on learning and behavior disorders with a minor in history. He said 
he plans to return to Johnson County after graduation to teach and coach, with further aspirations to work in 
education administration.   
 
“I want to personally express my appreciation for the scholarship this generosity provides,” Gamble said. “The 
Zoe G. Wells Scholarship is helping me reach my goals and I am truly grateful.”        
 
The scholarship was named in honor of Zoe Wells. Wells graduated from Rowan County Senior High School in 
2018 and was named Homecoming Queen and Prom Queen during her senior year. Her parents, James 
and Delrita Wells, greatly valued the educators who guided their daughter through her school years. To honor 
these educators, the family created a scholarship for students majoring in special education.    
 
During the Soar to New Heights Scholarship Campaign, the family has grown the Zoe Wells Scholarship to 
endowment level by contributing $25,000.    
 
Students interested in applying to this scholarship, along with other privately funded scholarships managed by 
the MSU Foundation, should visit the online scholarship application 
at https://moreheadstate.awardspring.com.       
 
For more information on this scholarship, or to establish your own, contact MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations 
and Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu.    
 
Photo, right: Zoe Wells (center, holding check) and her parents, James and Delrita Wells, along with several 
other members of the Wells, Porter and Murphy families, were recently recognized at an MSU basketball game 
for their support of the Zoe G. Wells Scholarship Endowment.  
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